Detection of HGV in serum and peripheral blood mononuclear cells of maintenance haemodialysis patients.
The aim of the present study was to investigate the prevalence of hepatitis G virus (HGV) and also hepatitis C virus (HCV) infections in maintenance haemodialysis patients, and to identify extrahepatic sites as HGV reservoirs. HGV RNA was detected in the serum of 6/61 (10%) patients and in the peripheral blood mononuclear cells of 2/61 (3%) patients (one of whom was serum negative). These findings suggest that lymphoid cells constitute an extrahepatic HGV reservoir. HCV RNA was detected in 7/61 (11%) patients. Five of these patients (71%) were identified as carrying HCV genotype 1b. Co-infection with HCV and HGV was detected only in one patient. Haemodialysis patients are at risk for HGV infection, by nosocomial routes or via transfusions. HGV itself does not seem to be an important cause of hepatitis since all six HGV RNA positive patients not co-infected by HCV or HBV showed normal ALT values.